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Abstract: Computer networking technology holds a pivotal role in contemporary society, not only
propelling the advancement of social productivity and the progress of scientific and technological
endeavors but also fundamentally transforming the way human lives are conducted. This article
provides a retrospective on the trajectory of computer network technology, dissecting its critical
contributions to societal development, technological evolution, and the revolutionization of lifestyle
paradigms. Concurrently, it delves into the three primary challenges currently confronting computer
networking technology: the escalating severity of network attacks and information security concerns,
the uneven distribution of network resources and the persistence of the digital divide, and the lag of
legal and ethical frameworks behind technological advancements. On this foundation, the article
proposes innovative strategies for the future development of computer networking technology,
encompassing intensified research and development in cybersecurity, the promotion of network
infrastructure upgrades, and the fortification of legal and ethical guidelines pertaining to networking,
with the aim of furnishing a referential framework for the healthy evolution of networking technology
in the future.
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1. Introduction

Since its inception in the 1960s, computer networking technology has undergone a rapid evolution
from the early ARPANET to the modern Internet, mobile Internet, and Internet of Things. This
technology has not only dramatically accelerated the dissemination and processing of information but
has also profoundly reshaped the global economic, social, and cultural landscape. However, as
computer networking technology continues to advance, a series of new challenges have emerged.
Cyber-attacks are becoming more frequent, and information security issues are becoming increasingly
severe; the distribution of network resources is uneven, and the digital divide remains significant; laws,
regulations, and ethical norms are lagging behind, making it difficult to keep pace with the rapidly
evolving technological demands. These challenges not only threaten the sustainable development of the
technology but also impose higher demands on social stability and harmony. This paper aims to explore
the multifaceted roles of computer networking technology in its development and proposes innovative
strategies to address the current challenges, offering insights for future research and technological
advancement.

2. Role in the Development of Computer Network Technology
2.1. Boosting Social Productivity Development

Computer network technology plays an irreplaceable and pivotal role in propelling the development
of social productivity. It has significantly enhanced the efficiency of information dissemination and
processing, enabling various economic activities to become more efficient and flexible. Take the
manufacturing sector as an example: computer network technology allows enterprises to achieve
remote monitoring and management, optimize production lines through real-time data transmission and
analysis, improve product quality and production efficiency, and reduce production costs. In the
agricultural domain, smart agriculture applications, empowered by computer network technology,
enable precise irrigation, intelligent fertilization, and pest and disease early warning, substantially
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increasing agricultural yields and resource utilization efficiency. Additionally, computer network
technology has fostered the development of the service industry. E-commerce platforms connect global
consumers and merchants via internet technology, not only enhancing shopping experiences but also
offering businesses vast markets and efficient operational models. In the logistics industry, intelligent
logistics systems leverage computer network technology to track goods, intelligently schedule, and
optimize delivery routes, significantly boosting logistics efficiency and reducing transportation costs.
Furthermore, computer network technology provides robust support for financial industry innovation,
from electronic payments to blockchain technology, enhancing the speed and security of financial
services, lowering transaction costs, and making financial services more inclusive and convenient. In
summary, the widespread application and continuous advancement of computer network technology
not only bring tremendous convenience and economic benefits to enterprises and individuals but also
propel a leap in overall social productivity, steering human society towards greater intelligence,
efficiency, and sustainability [1].

2.2. Facilitating Scientific and Technological Progress

The advent of computer network technology has demonstrated immense potential and influence in
fostering scientific and technological advancement. It has furnished researchers with unprecedented
platforms for data sharing and collaboration, drastically accelerating the pace of scientific inquiry and
technological innovation. In the realm of biomedical sciences, scientists harness computer network
technology to swiftly disseminate experimental data and research findings from across the globe,
thereby expediting the development of novel medications and the progression of disease treatment
techniques. In the context of physics, massive scientific endeavors such as the Large Hadron Collider
generate vast amounts of data that can be transmitted and analyzed in real-time through computer
network technology, enabling researchers to promptly formulate new theoretical models and
experimental strategies, propelling the frontier of physics forward. Additionally, computer network
technology provides robust support to the fields of artificial intelligence and machine learning.
Extensive datasets and computational resources, interconnected via networks, empower researchers to
train increasingly sophisticated models, thereby elevating the sophistication of artificial intelligence. In
the arena of environmental conservation, computer network technology facilitates the real-time
monitoring of global meteorological and environmental data, aiding scientists in more accurately
forecasting weather patterns and environmental contamination, and devising more effective
environmental protection measures. Moreover, computer network technology has catalyzed
interdisciplinary collaboration, allowing experts from various fields to engage in real-time
communication and data sharing, thereby dismantling traditional research barriers related to geography
and disciplinary boundaries, and hastening the trajectory of technological innovation. It can thus be
asserted that the evolution of computer network technology not only enhances the convenience of
scientific research but also stimulates the creativity of researchers, driving sustained advancement and
breakthroughs across the entire spectrum of technology.

2.3. Transforming Human Lifestyles

The rapid advancement of computer network technology has profoundly transformed human
lifestyles, not only making information exchange more convenient but also catalyzing the emergence of
new ways of living and social patterns. In everyday life, the internet has become the primary conduit
for obtaining information, entertainment, and social interaction. From searching for news to online
shopping, from watching videos to engaging in social activities, computer network technology offers a
rich diversity of options and limitless possibilities. The proliferation of smartphones and mobile
internet has enabled people to remain constantly connected, whether it be for urgent communication in
the workplace or day-to-day contact within the family, making these interactions more efficient and
immediate. In the realm of education, network technology has obliterated geographical barriers,
allowing individuals to access high-quality educational resources from around the world through online
courses and virtual classrooms, thereby democratizing and universalizing education. The healthcare
sector has also reaped significant benefits, with the implementation of telemedicine and intelligent
health monitoring enabling patients to promptly receive professional diagnoses and advice from doctors,
enhancing the efficiency of medical resource utilization and improving public health [2]. Computer
network technology has also propelled the development of smart homes, where Internet of Things (IoT)
technology allows various household devices to interconnect and operate intelligently, elevating the
quality and convenience of life. Moreover, network technology has played a crucial role in the field of
transportation, with the widespread adoption of intelligent navigation and shared mobility platforms
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offering a more diverse and efficient mode of travel. It can be said that computer network technology
not only brings numerous conveniences to human life but also stirs an infinite aspiration and pursuit of
a better life, propelling human society towards a more intelligent and efficient future.

3. Challenges Facing Computer Network Technology
3.1. Increasingly Severe Cyber Attacks and Information Security Issues

Cyberattacks and information security issues have grown increasingly severe, posing a grave threat
to personal privacy and corporate security, and even impacting the stability and development of nations.
Hackers employ sophisticated technological means to persistently exploit vulnerabilities in the network,
launching targeted assaults ranging from common phishing websites to intricate ransomware, with
tactics perpetually evolving, making them difficult to thwart. Individual users face risks such as
account theft and privacy breaches; once personal information is maliciously exploited, the
consequences extend beyond financial loss to include significant damage to personal reputation and
psychological well-being. Enterprises, particularly large corporations and financial institutions, are
even more vulnerable. A single cyberattack can potentially result in the loss of critical data, business
disruptions, and even market turbulence. National-level information security issues are equally critical,
with vital infrastructure such as power systems, transportation networks, and communication facilities
facing dire consequences if compromised by hackers. More concerning is the recent trend towards
transnational, organized, and intelligent cyberattacks, rendering traditional security measures
inadequate. The frequency and escalation of cyberattacks not only test the capabilities of technical
experts but also call for heightened societal attention and coordinated responses [3].

3.2. Imbalanced Distribution of Network Resources, Digital Divide Persists

In urban areas and developed nations, high-speed internet and advanced network technologies have
become ubiquitous, allowing individuals to effortlessly partake in the conveniences brought by online
education, telemedicine, and smart living. Conversely, in remote regions and less developed countries,
the lag in network infrastructure development has resulted in low internet penetration rates and limited
technological applications, placing the inhabitants of these areas at a distinct disadvantage in terms of
access to information, educational opportunities, and economic advancement. The widening digital
divide not only exacerbates social inequality but also hinders the global advancement of technology.
Take online education as an illustrative example: while urban children can leverage the internet to study
cutting-edge scientific and technological advancements, their counterparts in remote areas often
struggle to access such resources, thereby commencing their academic journeys at a significant
disadvantage. Similarly, telemedicine exemplifies the disparities: doctors in developed countries can
utilize network technologies to offer diagnostic and therapeutic advice to patients across various locales,
whereas in regions with inadequate network coverage, many patients remain unable to receive timely
and professional medical care. This uneven distribution of resources casts a shadow of concern amidst
the joy of technological progress. Addressing the digital divide presents not only a technical challenge
but also a significant test at the societal and policy levels, necessitating concerted global efforts.

3.3. Laws, Regulations, and Ethical Standards Lag Behind Technological Development

With the rapid advancement of internet technology, a plethora of new applications and services have
emerged, such as cloud computing, big data analytics, and artificial intelligence. While these
technologies bring convenience, they also give rise to a series of intricate legal and ethical dilemmas.
For instance, the collection and utilization of personal data have become increasingly prevalent in the
era of big data; however, the relevant privacy protection regulations often lag behind the pace of
technological progress, leading to frequent incidents of user privacy breaches, which have sparked
widespread societal concern. Similarly, artificial intelligence showcases immense potential across
numerous domains, yet discussions on Al ethics and regulations have been comparatively delayed.
Ensuring the fairness and transparency of algorithms and preventing the misuse of technology are
pressing issues that need immediate attention. The velocity of technological development far exceeds
the pace of legal and regulatory updates, not only exposing tech companies to legal risks during their
innovation processes but also complicating effective oversight for regulatory bodies. Moreover, the
proliferation of transnational internet activities has made international regulatory harmonization more
arduous, as different countries and regions exhibit significant disparities in data protection and
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cybersecurity laws. This poses a challenge to the coordinated development of the global internet. The
lag in legal statutes and ethical norms is not merely a bottleneck in technological advancement but also
a matter that requires collective societal attention and contemplation.

4. Future Innovation Strategies for Computer Network Technology
4.1. Strengthening Research and Development of Cybersecurity Technologies

As the sophistication of cyberattacks continues to evolve, traditional security measures are proving
increasingly inadequate. Advancements in technology must be pursued to break new ground. For
instance, there is a pressing need to intensify research into blockchain technology, leveraging its
decentralized and tamper-proof qualities to offer enhanced security for data transmission and storage.
Blockchain is not only applicable in the financial sector but also has broad applications in the realms of
the Internet of Things and supply chain management, ensuring the security and transparency of data
across various stages. Additionally, the role of artificial intelligence in cybersecurity is becoming
increasingly pivotal. Developing more intelligent threat detection and response systems can automate
the identification and mitigation of novel attacks, thereby not only expediting responses but also
significantly reducing errors and delays due to human intervention. There is also substantial scope for
innovation in hardware, such as the research and promotion of hardware security modules, which offer
a higher level of security at the device level. These modules can effectively thwart direct control by
malware, reducing the risk of data breaches. Simultaneously, the development of encryption
technologies remains crucial [4]. With the advent of quantum computing, traditional encryption
algorithms may become obsolete; thus, researching new algorithms like post-quantum encryption is
urgent to ensure that data confidentiality and integrity are preserved in future computational
environments. Beyond technology itself, attention must be given to enhancing security training and
awareness. Both enterprises and technology institutions should conduct regular cybersecurity training
to elevate employees' awareness and technical proficiency. User education is equally important,
enabling more individuals to grasp basic knowledge of cybersecurity, such as secure password usage
and recognizing common attack methods like phishing. Only when factors of technology, hardware,
and human elements are given due attention can a comprehensive, multi-layered cybersecurity defense
system be truly established. The development of cybersecurity technology should also emphasize
international collaboration. As cyberattacks often transcend national boundaries, efforts from a single
country are insufficient to address complex global challenges. International organizations and
governments across the globe should strengthen cooperation, jointly formulating cybersecurity
standards and technical guidelines, and sharing threat intelligence and best practices. This will foster a
global synergy to effectively counter cybersecurity threats and safeguard the stability and security of
the global cyberspace. The advancement of cybersecurity technology is not merely a requirement for
technological progress but also a safeguard for societal development. It is hoped that all parties will
unite in their efforts to provide a more robust foundation for future cybersecurity.

4.2. Promoting Upgrades to Network Infrastructure

Currently, the development of network infrastructure across the globe is marked by significant
disparities, with many regions suffering from slow internet speeds and limited coverage, which
severely impacts daily life and work experiences. To address this issue, interventions must be
undertaken at multiple levels. Governments and enterprises can intensify their investments in 5G and
6G wireless networks, constructing more extensive and swift wireless coverage to provide users with
seamless connections. Particularly in remote and underdeveloped areas, the establishment of 5G base
stations and fiber-optic networks can substantially mitigate the digital divide, enabling more individuals
to partake in the conveniences of modern technology. Concurrently, advancements in cloud computing
and edge computing offer new opportunities. Traditional network infrastructures often face latency and
bandwidth limitations when processing large volumes of data, whereas edge computing allows for
processing near the source of data generation, significantly reducing transmission time and costs. Cloud
computing, in turn, offers robust computational and storage capabilities, supporting a myriad of
complex network applications and services. Examples include real-time data processing for smart
traffic systems and extensive data transmission within industrial IoT, all of which require
high-performance network infrastructures to function effectively. Innovation in hardware devices is
also integral. New routers, switches, and network terminal devices can deliver enhanced performance
and more reliable service. Notably, equipment based on cutting-edge chip technology and efficient

Published by Francis Academic Press, UK
-30-



The Frontiers of Society, Science and Technology

ISSN 2616-7433 Vol. 6, Issue 12: 27-32, DOI: 10.25236/FSST.2024.061205

energy consumption designs not only meets the escalating demands of networks but also mitigates
energy consumption, contributing to sustainable development. This is of paramount importance for
environmental conservation and the long-term operational viability of enterprises. Technological
innovation must be complemented by policy support and market demand. Governments can implement
more incentive policies to encourage investment by enterprises and research institutions in new
technologies. For instance, offering tax reductions, financial support, and dedicated research projects
can alleviate the burden on companies undergoing technological upgrades. Market-wise, consumer
demand for high-speed, high-quality networks is on the rise, and businesses should seize this
opportunity to provide more products and services tailored to user needs. This includes gigabit
broadband services for households and highly reliable private network solutions for enterprises. The
push for network infrastructure upgrades is not merely a technical issue but also a societal one. As
network technology advances, so too do lifestyles, with high-quality network connections emerging as
a fundamental necessity of modern society. Without robust network infrastructures, many innovative
technologies and services would struggle to materialize, impeding the digital transformation of society
as a whole. Hence, all stakeholders must recognize the gravity of this issue and collaborate to drive
comprehensive upgrades in network infrastructure, thereby laying a solid foundation for the future
development of network technology.

4.3. Strengthening Construction of Cyber Laws, Regulations, and Ethical Standards

With the rapid advancement of internet technologies, new application scenarios are constantly
emerging, while the lag in laws, regulations, and ethical standards has become increasingly apparent.
The protection of personal data stands out as one of the most pressing issues. Many users unknowingly
disclose a significant amount of personal information during their online activities, yet the protective
regulations often fail to keep pace with technological advancements. This not only leads to frequent
incidents of privacy breaches but also sparks widespread societal concerns. Therefore, legislative
bodies should expedite the formulation and improvement of laws and regulations governing personal
data protection, clearly defining the scope and methods of data collection and usage to ensure the
security and privacy of user data. Ethical and moral standards also need more explicit and concrete
guidance. Artificial intelligence demonstrates immense potential across numerous fields, but its ethical
issues cannot be overlooked. Fairness and transparency of algorithms are paramount, and measures
must be taken to prevent technology from being misused. Technology companies and research
institutions should establish ethical review mechanisms to ensure that every technology's development
and application meet ethical standards. For instance, a dedicated ethics committee could be established
to evaluate and scrutinize algorithms, ensuring they do not unfairly target specific groups. International
cooperation is an effective approach to addressing the lag in internet laws and regulations. Cyber
attacks often have transnational characteristics, and the efforts of a single country are insufficient to
tackle complex global issues. International organizations and governments should enhance cooperation,
jointly develop cybersecurity standards and technical specifications, and share threat intelligence and
best practices. Especially in matters of cross-border data flows and combating cybercrime, international
collaboration is particularly crucial. For example, a multinational cybersecurity alliance could be
formed, with regular international conferences held to discuss and establish unified internet laws and
regulations. Moreover, the formulation of internet laws and regulations should not be conducted in
isolation; it must involve broad consultations with all sectors of society. Governments, businesses,
academia, and civil society organizations should work together to participate in the construction of laws
and regulations. For instance, an open platform for public comments could be established, allowing
ordinary users to voice their opinions and suggestions, thereby ensuring that the laws and regulations
are more comprehensive and scientific. The integration of technology and law is also critical.
Technology companies should consider the compliance with laws and regulations and ethical standards
during the development of new products and services. For example, technological means could be
employed to anonymize data, reducing the risk of privacy breaches [5]. Additionally, more transparent
algorithms could be developed, enabling users to clearly understand how their data is used and
processed. Promoting the construction of internet laws and regulations and ethical standards is not
merely a technological issue but also a societal responsibility. The internet has permeated every aspect
of life, and cybersecurity and ethical issues directly impact the personal interests of each individual.
Legislative bodies, technology companies, and society as a whole should work collectively to ensure a
healthy and secure online environment. It is hoped that, with the joint efforts of all parties, internet laws
and regulations will become more comprehensive, and ethical standards more explicit, providing robust
safeguards for the healthy development of computer network technologies.
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5. Conclusion

The advancement of computer networking technology has exerted profound influences on societal
productivity, scientific and technological progress, and the lifestyle of individuals. However, the
progress in technology has also introduced new challenges, such as cybersecurity concerns, the digital
divide, and the lagging legal frameworks. In response to these challenges, future innovations in
computer networking technology should prioritize the research and development of cybersecurity
measures, the upgrading of network infrastructure, and the establishment of legal frameworks and
ethical norms. By implementing these strategies, not only can the overall security of networks be
enhanced, but the equitable distribution of resources can also be promoted, ensuring a fair and just
information environment. Additionally, strengthening international collaboration and technical
exchange, as well as formulating unified standards and norms, are crucial pathways to foster the
healthy development of global computer networking technology. In essence, only by continuously
adapting to and addressing new challenges can computer networking technology play a more
significant role in future society, bringing greater benefits to humanity.
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