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Abstract: Chinese opera, as a unique art form, combines elements of music, drama and dance, among 
which musical performance plays a key role in characterization. This thesis aims to reveal the impact 
of musical performance on characterization by analyzing it in Chinese opera. We find that music in 
opera is not only a way of performance, but also a tool for conveying emotions. Through the use of 
melody, rhythm and intonation, opera singers are able to present the character's personality, emotions 
and inner world in a more profound way; in addition, music also plays a key role in the development of 
the plot and creation of the ambience, which further enriches the character's performance. Through 
musical performances, the audience can understand the characters more deeply and enhance their 
understanding of the plot. Musical performances are closely connected with characterization and are 
an important part of Chinese opera. 
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1. Introduction 

Chinese opera, as a modern evolved form of traditional Chinese opera, has rich historical and 
cultural connotations, it is not only an art form, but also an inheritance and innovation of cultural 
heritage. In Chinese opera, music performance has always played a crucial role, and music 
performance is closely connected with characterization, which is an indispensable part of Chinese 
opera. This thesis will deeply explore the relationship between musical performance and 
characterization in Chinese opera, analyze its important role in Chinese opera art, and demonstrate it 
through specific cases. 

2. Importance of musical performance 

Musical performance plays a key role in Chinese opera, and it is one of the important factors in 
characterization. Musical performance is not only the movement of the actor's lips, but also a way of 
expressing and conveying emotions. Through music, the actor can deeply show the character, emotion 
and inner world of the character, thus making the character more vivid and attractive. 

Music performance can directly reflect the emotional state of a character through elements such as 
melody, pitch and rhythm. For example, in an intense dialogue, high-pitched music may show the 
character's anger and tension, while soft music can convey the character's gentleness and joy; in 
addition, the rhythmic change of music can also reflect the character's inner ups and downs and 
emotional development. [1] Through music, the audience can understand the emotional changes of the 
characters more deeply and enhance emotional resonance. Musical performances can also help the 
audience better understand the character traits of the characters, and different musical elements can be 
used to highlight different character traits of the characters. For example, a strong character may show 
a strong sense of rhythm and power in the music, while a gentle character may choose soft musical 
elements to show his or her character. Music can be used to help the audience better grasp the 
character's personality and make his or her portrayal more distinct and richer. 

In addition, musical performances can also play a driving role in the development of the plot. 
Through music arrangement and performance, actors can guide the audience to pay attention to the 
important turning points of the plot without saying anything, so as to better understand the storyline; 
the rhythm and emotional changes of the music can also help the audience better understand the 
relationship and conflict between the characters, and more deeply participate in the story. [2] Finally, 
musical performance is closely related to audience emotional resonance. When actors can convey 
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sincere emotions through musical performances, the audience will often be infected and have empathy, 
and this emotional resonance not only enhances the audience's emotional involvement, but also enables 
the audience to understand and experience the emotional world of the characters in a more profound 
way, so that the audience is more involved in the plot, thus enhancing the emotional connection 
between the audience and the characters. The importance of music performance in Chinese opera 
cannot be ignored, it can not only help opera singers to shape their roles, but also promote the 
development of the plot and enhance the emotional resonance of the audience; in Chinese opera, the 
superb and expressive performance of music is an indispensable element, which provides a strong 
support and motivation for the characterization and the unfolding of the storyline. 

3. Elements of musical performance and the presentation of characterization 

Elements in music performance play a crucial role in characterization. As a comprehensive art form, 
Chinese opera is characterized by the interweaving of music, stage performance, costumes and other 
elements, which together provide rich materials and means for characterization. The following section 
will discuss in detail the elements in music performance and how they influence and present the 
characterization of the roles. 

Melody is one of the most basic elements in music, which expresses the emotion of music through 
the continuous arrangement of notes. In opera, melody is often used to convey the inner feelings and 
thoughts of the characters, and different melodies can reflect different character traits of the characters. 
For example, a fast and bright melody is usually associated with a positive and lively character, while a 
slow and lyrical melody is more suitable for expressing an introverted and deep character. By choosing 
the right melody, the character's personality can be made more distinct and vivid. 

The second element is pitch, which refers to the pitch in music. Different pitches can convey 
different emotions and characteristics, and in musical performances, actors can present the character 
traits of their roles by adjusting the pitch and changes in pitch. For example, high pitches are usually 
associated with pleasure and cheerfulness, while low pitches may be associated with contemplation and 
melancholy. The choice and use of pitch can make the character more profound and specific, making it 
easier for the audience to understand and empathize with the character. 

Rhythm is another important element in music, which creates a sense of rhythm in music through 
the timing and strength of notes. In opera, rhythm can be used to promote the development of the plot 
and make the audience more engaged in the story. Fast-paced music is usually associated with intense 
plots and tense conflicts, while slow-paced music is more suitable for expressing the deep emotions and 
inner struggles between the characters. [3] Through the rational use of rhythmic elements, musical 
performances can enable the audience to better understand and experience the emotional world of the 
characters and enhance the appeal of the plot. 

The fourth musical element is timbre, which is related to the choice of instruments and playing 
skills, and different timbres can convey different emotions and emotional resonance. In a musical 
performance, an actor can present the character traits of a character by choosing the right instrument 
and playing style. For example, a mellifluous violin tone may be associated with a romantic character, 
while a deep cello tone is more suitable for an introverted and complex character. The use of timbre can 
add layers and depth to a character's characterization. 

The fifth is the libretto, which, as a textual element in opera, is also an important way to express the 
character of a role. The choice, content and expression of the lyrics can directly show the thoughts, 
emotions and inner world of the character, and the actor can make the character more profound and 
specific by singing and interpreting the lyrics. The dialogues, monologues and solos in the lyrics can be 
used to show the character traits and enhance the audience's understanding of the character and 
emotional resonance. 

Overall, various elements in music performance play an irreplaceable role in characterization. 
Through the use of melody, tone, rhythm, timbre and lyrics, music performance can make opera 
characters more vivid and concrete, and enhance the audience's understanding of the characters and 
emotional resonance. 

4. Emotional conveyance of musical performances and presentation of the inner world of 
characters 

Music performance is an important part of Chinese opera, which not only brings wonderful music 
to the audience, but also shows the inner world of the characters through the emotional communication 
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of music. In musical performance, actors convey the emotions, thoughts and character traits of the 
characters to the audience through music, lyrics and performance, thus realizing the inner world of the 
characters. 

Music is the soul of opera, it conveys emotions through elements such as melody, pitch and timbre. 
In a musical performance, actors sing and play music to bring out the emotions of the characters. For 
example, when a character experiences sadness and pain, the music will use a slow tempo, bass tones 
and a deep melody to show the inner pain and bitterness. On the contrary, when the characters feel joy 
and excitement, the music will adopt bright melodies and high tones to convey the emotions of joy and 
pleasure. [4] Through the emotional expression of the music, the audience can deeply feel the changes 
and emotional ups and downs of the character's inner world. 

Lyrics are an important part of music performance, which directly conveys the thoughts and 
emotions of the character through the expression of words. Through the singing and interpretation of 
lyrics, the actor shows the inner world of the character to the fullest extent. The forms of dialogues, 
monologues and solos in the lyrics can be used to express the inner feelings of the character. For 
example, when a character faces a major decision or inner conflict, the lyrics can convey the character's 
thoughts and emotions to the audience through profound word expression. Through the lyrics, the 
audience can gain a deeper understanding of the character's inner world and personality traits. 

Besides music and lyrics, acting is one of the key elements in music performance. Actors vividly 
present the emotions and character traits of their characters to the audience through detailed 
expressions such as movements, facial expressions and body language. For example, when the 
character experiences sadness and loss, the actor's facial expressions and movements can show 
frustration and decadence. Conversely, when the character feels happy and excited, the actor's 
performance can be energetic and joyful. The audience can more intuitively feel the inner emotions and 
character traits of the characters through the detailed portrayal of the actors. [5] 

Case Study: Emotional Communication in “The Red Detachment of Women” 

“The Red Detachment of Women” is an opera with profound emotions and inner conflicts, in which 
musical performance plays a crucial role, fully demonstrating the emotions and inner world of the main 
character Zhao Liping. In the play, Zhao Liping is an ordinary rural woman who experiences the 
breakup of her family and the hardships of the countryside. However, when she decides to join the Red 
Maiden Scouts and make a contribution to the country, her inner emotions rise and fall tremendously 
and she is full of determination and resolve. In the musical performance, when Zhao Liping expresses 
her longing for her hometown and her loyalty to the motherland, the music employs deep and stirring 
melodies. These musical elements complemented her performance, enabling the audience to deeply feel 
the contradictions and emotions intertwined within her. In particular, Zhao Liping's musical 
performance reached its climax during a touching farewell scene, where her song was filled with 
sadness and strength, and the lyrics conveyed her attachment to her loved ones and her hope for the 
future. The music, with its slow tempo and deep tones, complemented her emotional performance, and 
the audience could not help but be deeply moved. This emotional expression not only deepened the 
audience's emotional connection to Zhao Liping, but also made the viewing experience even more 
touching and unforgettable. 

In conclusion, music performance in “The Red Detachment of Women” fully demonstrates the 
emotions and inner world of the characters. Through the emotional guidance of the music, the 
emotional transmission of the lyrics and the emotional performance of the actors, the audience was able 
to understand and empathize more deeply, deepening the emotional connection to the plot and the 
characters and making the viewing experience richer and more touching. This case fully illustrates how 
music performance plays an indispensable role in Chinese opera and is closely related to the audience's 
emotional resonance. 

5. The role of musical performance in promoting the development of the plot 

Music performance plays a crucial role in Chinese opera, not only conveying the characters' 
emotions and inner worlds through music and lyrics, but also playing a positive role in promoting the 
development of the plot. In a musical performance, the rhythm, melody and emotional expression of 
the music can influence the rhythm of the plot, the development of the plot and the relationship 
between the characters. The following will discuss in detail the role of music performance in promoting 
the development of the plot and illustrate it through case studies. 

The first is the emotional guidance of music: musical elements in a musical performance, such as 
melody, pitch and timbre, can guide the audience's emotions and emotional resonance. Through the 
emotional guidance of music, the emotional climaxes and twists in the plot are more obvious and 
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touching. For example, in a touching farewell scene, the music can adopt a sad melody and tone, 
making it easier for the audience to feel the deep emotions between the characters, thus pushing the 
plot towards a more intense and touching direction. 

The second is the rhythmic control of music: the rhythmic elements in music performance have an 
important influence on the rhythm and tension of the plot. Through the rhythmic control of music, the 
plot can fall better and attract the audience's attention. Fast-paced music can increase tension and is 
suitable for intense battle scenes or climactic emotional conflicts. Slow-paced music, on the other hand, 
is more suitable for expressing inner thoughts and emotional exchanges, and is used to demonstrate the 
deep emotions and psychological changes between characters. 

The third is the presentation of character relationship by music: the musical elements in a musical 
performance can also help present the relationship and interaction between the characters. Different 
musical elements can represent different characters, and the audience can understand the relationship 
between the characters more clearly through the arrangement and comparison of the music. For 
example, in a duet, the music of the male and female protagonists can be intertwined to show the 
emotional entanglement and closeness between them. Through the music's presentation of the 
characters' relationship, the audience can have a deeper understanding of the development of the plot 
and the inner changes of the characters. 

Case Study: Musical Performance in “The White Haired Girl” 

Taking the Chinese classic opera “The White Haired Girl” as an example, the play fully 
demonstrates the role of music in promoting the development of the plot through musical performances. 
In the play, the female protagonist Bai Mao Nü experiences the breakup of her family, hard life and the 
pursuit of love, and the music expresses the character's emotion and inner world through the musical 
arrangement of different scenes. For example, in the love scene between Bai Mao Nü and Feng 
Xinfeng, the music adopts romantic melody and lyrical lyrics, which makes the audience feel the love 
between the two more deeply; while in the life scene between Bai Mao Nü and Liu Sifu, the music 
adopts cheerful rhythm and bright tone, which shows the character's optimism and resilience. 

Music, as a unique artistic language, not only conveys emotions through musical elements such as 
harmony, melody and rhythm, but also injects vivid emotions into the inner world of the characters and 
enriches the depth and breadth of the plot through the emotional guidance and emotional expression of 
music. [6] In opera, the emotional guidance of music is very significant. Music can directly affect the 
audience's emotional experience through the ups and downs of melody, changes in pitch, the use of 
instruments and other techniques. For example, when there is a tense and intense scene in the plot, the 
music may use high-pitched musical elements to make the audience feel the tension and anxiety; while 
in the warm and romantic scene, the music may use a soft melody to trigger the audience's empathy. 
Through emotional guidance, music enables the audience to be more deeply integrated into the plot and 
emotionally resonate with the characters. The role of music performance in Chinese opera does not 
only stay at the level of music, it enriches the plot through multiple ways such as emotional guidance, 
rhythm control, and presentation of character relationships, making the audience feel the inner world 
and emotional changes of the characters in a more profound way, and adding a unique luster to the 
expressive power and artistic value of the opera. 

6. The connection between musical performance and audience's emotional resonance 

There is a close relationship between musical performance and audience emotional resonance in 
Chinese opera. Through music, lyrics and performances, musical performances guide the audience's 
emotions and make them empathize with the inner world of the characters, which not only enhances the 
audience's sense of participation, but also enriches the viewing experience. In the following, we will 
discuss in detail the connection between music performance and audience's emotional resonance, and 
illustrate it through case studies. 

The musical elements in a musical performance can guide the audience's emotions, and through the 
emotional guidance of music, the audience is more likely to empathize with the emotions of the 
characters. When music shows the character's emotions such as sadness, joy, anger or love, the 
audience tends to emotionally connect with the character. For example, when a character is 
experiencing frustration and pain, the sad melody and tones of the music can make the audience feel 
the same emotions and empathize with the character. Lyrics, as part of the musical performance, also 
directly convey the thoughts and emotions of the character. The audience can more easily understand 
and feel the inner world of the character through the content and expression of the lyrics, and when the 
lyrics show the character's inner struggles, joy, anger, sadness, or love-hate feelings, the audience can 
understand and resonate with the character in a deeper way. For example, if the lyrics in a song 
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describe the character's love story, the audience may find a point of resonance in their own love 
experience and empathize with it. 

Actors in music performances present their characters' emotions more vividly and concretely 
through their expressions, movements and body language. The audience is more likely to empathize 
with the character's emotions by observing the actor's emotional performance. When the actor 
successfully conveys the character's emotions, the audience will feel the character's emotions and inner 
world and empathize with them. For example, if an actor vividly shows the character's sadness through 
his or her expressions and movements, the audience will feel sympathy and empathy, further deepening 
their understanding and emotional connection with the character. 

Case Study: Audience Emotional Resonance in “The Lady of the Camellias” 

“The Lady of the Camellias” is an opera full of passion and romance, and its musical performance 
is outstanding in terms of the character's emotion and the audience's emotional resonance. In this opera, 
the main character, Marguerite, is a female character full of vitality and emotion, and her love story is 
full of drama, while the musical performance presents the audience with her inner struggle and 
emotional fluctuations. When Marguerite faces the choice of love and the dilemma of life, the music 
adopts lyrical melody and deep lyrics, which fully shows her inner conflict and distress. Through the 
musical performance, the audience can deeply feel the ups and downs of Marguerite's emotion, her 
longing for love and her struggle for social morality. 

The musical performance in “The Lady of the Camellias” successfully conveys the emotions and 
inner struggles of the main character Margaret and resonates with the audience's emotions. This case 
highlights the important role of musical performance in Chinese opera, and how music, lyrics, and the 
performances of the actors work together to create the power of emotional resonance with the audience, 
enriching the viewing experience and making it more profound and infectious. 

7. Conclusion 

Musical performance in Chinese opera plays a crucial role in characterization and audience 
emotional resonance. Through music, lyrics and performances of the actors, operas are able to 
profoundly reveal the emotions, inner world and characterization of the characters, making them more 
vivid and fuller. At the same time, these musical performances can also trigger the emotional resonance 
of the audience, making them closely connected to the characters and enhancing the depth and 
touchingness of the viewing experience. Different operas convey different emotions and themes 
through musical performances, for example, "The Red Detachment of Women" shows determination 
and dedication, while "The Lady of the Camellias" expresses love and life choices, which the audience 
can understand and resonate with in real life, so the musical performances become a bridge of 
emotional resonance. The musical performance in Chinese opera is inseparable from the 
characterization and the emotional resonance of the audience, and together they build a colorful artistic 
picture, contributing to the prosperity of Chinese opera. We hope that in the future more operatic works 
will move the audience's heart through wonderful musical performances, and convey more profound 
emotions and thoughts. 
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