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Abstract: Xi’an Drum music is China's intangible cultural heritage, carrying profound historical and 
cultural deposits. Jewelry as an indispensable part of contemporary people, its innovation and 
development is of great significance. This paper aims to explore the integration and innovation path 
between Xi’an drum art, a world intangible cultural heritage, and contemporary jewelry design. By 
analyzing the artistic characteristics, historical inheritance and cultural value of Xi’an drum music, 
combining with the aesthetic trend and development status of contemporary jewelry design, this paper 
puts forward the theoretical basis and practical path of the integration of the two. The combination of 
Xi’an drum music art and contemporary jewelry design not only inherits and develops traditional 
Chinese culture, but also enriches the connotation of modern jewelry design and adds humanistic 
flavor to it. This paper discusses the combination of Xi’an drum music art and contemporary jewelry 
design, in order to provide new ideas and references for the cross-border integration of traditional 
culture and modern design. 
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1. Introduction 

Xi’an Drum music, as a traditional music spread in Xi’an (ancient Chang 'an) and its surrounding 
areas, was included in the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by 
UNESCO in 2009 for its unique artistic charm, complete repertoire and profound cultural heritage. 
Contemporary jewelry design, as an important part of modern art and design, is constantly pursuing 
innovation and personalized expression. This paper aims to explore the fusion point between Xi’an 
drum music art and contemporary jewelry design, and give new vitality to traditional culture through 
cross-border integration, while enriching the cultural connotation of modern design. 

2. Xi’an Drum Music Art Overview 

2.1. Historical Background and Artistic Characteristics 

The history of Xi’an drum music can be traced back to the Tang Dynasty, which originated from the 
flourishing Yanle culture. As an important part of the court banquet music at that time, Xi’an Drum 
music not only integrated the musical elements of the Central Plains and the Western regions, but also 
developed and improved under the protection of the royal family. However, the outbreak of the An-Shi 
Rebellion forced many court musicians to be displaced, and they scattered their precious musical skills 
and songs to the folk, injecting new vitality and regional characteristics into Xi’an drum music. Under 
the nourishment of folk soil, Xi’an drum music has gradually developed into a traditional music form 
with unique local colors, and its profound historical connotation can be seen. 

In terms of artistic characteristics, Xi’an Drum music shows a high diversity and complexity. Its 
repertoire is extremely extensive, covering many fields such as history, folklore, religion, and so on. 
The mode style is changeable, with both passionate and loud tunes and gentle and delicate melodies, 
showing the rich connotation of Chinese national music culture. At the same time, the structure of its 
musical forms is complex and huge, with both rigidly structured melodies and improvisational sanqu, 
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and a variety of performance forms co-existing, which fully reflects the flexibility of Xi’an Drum 
music in the form of performance. The use of Musical Instruments is also an important manifestation of 
the artistic characteristics of Xi’an drum music. The thick of the percussion drum, the crisp of the cloud 
gong, the melodious of the sheng flute... These unique traditional instruments are not only rich in 
timbre, but also highly expressive, and can convey the emotion and artistic conception in the music. 

2.2. Cultural Value and Social Significance 

As a treasure of Chinese traditional music, Xi’an Drum music has immeasurable cultural value. It is 
not only a witness of the long history of Chinese music, but also an important carrier of Chinese 
ancient music culture. Through Xi’an drum music, we can see the brilliance of Tang Dynasty court 
music and the simplicity of folk music, and feel the broad and profound Chinese national music culture. 
Xi’an Drum Music also preserves a large number of fresh musical scores in the catalogue of historical 
records. These precious music documents have high academic value for the study of ancient Chinese 
music history, and provide valuable materials for future generations to understand the style of ancient 
music. 

In terms of social significance, Xi’an Drum music is not only a bridge between the past and the 
present, but also an important force to promote national culture and enhance national self-confidence. 
Nowadays, with the deepening of globalization, traditional culture is facing unprecedented challenges 
and opportunities. Xi’an Drum music is an important part of the traditional culture of the Chinese 
nation. Its inheritance and development not only help to maintain cultural diversity and uniqueness, but 
also stimulate national pride and self-confidence and promote the prosperity and development of 
national culture. Therefore, strengthening the protection and research of Xi’an drum music is of great 
significance for promoting the excellent traditional culture of the Chinese nation and enhancing the 
national cohesion. 

3. Present Situation and Trend Of Contemporary Jewelry Design 

3.1. The Aesthetic Trend of Contemporary Jewelry Design 

In the rapid changes of contemporary social culture, the aesthetic concept of jewelry design is 
undergoing unprecedented changes, and diversification and individuation have become its prominent 
signs. This trend is reflected in the innovation of designers' design concepts, who have the courage to 
break through the shackles of traditional frameworks and no longer only pursue the precious materials 
and classic forms, but turn their eyes to a broader space for innovation [1]. The application of new 
materials, such as high-tech alloys, sustainable recycled materials and biodegradable materials, has 
injected new vitality into jewelry design. These materials not only give jewelry a unique visual effect, 
but also reflect the designer's concern for environmental protection and social responsibility [2-3]. At 
the same time, the introduction of new technologies, such as 3D printing, laser cutting and precision 
Mosaic, has greatly improved the accuracy and efficiency of jewelry production, making the designer's 
creativity more accurately realized, and further promoting the perfect combination of artistic and 
practical jewelry design. 

The growth of personalized demand also has a profound impact on the trend of contemporary 
jewelry design. Consumers are no longer satisfied with the same goods on the market, but they are 
eager to have customized jewelry that can reflect their personal taste and emotional sustenance. This 
change has led designers to focus more on communicating with their customers, understanding their 
needs and preferences, and creating unique and personalized pieces. This consumer-centered design 
concept not only enhances the added value of jewelry, but also promotes the differentiated development 
of the jewelry design industry [4]. 

3.2. The Practical Expansion of Cross-border Integration in Jewelry Design 

As an important trend of contemporary jewelry design, the influence of cross-border integration is 
increasingly far-reaching. This trend reflects the constant exploration and expansion of design 
boundaries by designers, who try to integrate elements and concepts from different fields into jewelry 
design, in order to create more depth and breadth of work. The integration of traditional cultural 
elements, such as the combination of traditional Chinese patterns, calligraphy art and jewelry design, 
not only gives jewelry a strong cultural heritage, but also makes it show a unique Oriental charm on the 
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international stage [5]. The use of natural elements, by imitating the form, color and texture of the 
nature, makes the jewelry work present a harmonious and symbiotic beauty, reflecting the designer's 
awe and love for the nature. This cross-border integration not only promotes communication and 
interaction between different fields, but also brings new inspiration and creativity to jewelry design. 

4. The Fusion Path of Xi’an Drum Art and Contemporary Jewelry Design 

4.1. Design Ideas and Creation Methods 

(1) Extract elements and integrate them into the design 

In the integration of Xi’an drum art and jewelry design, the first thing is to deeply analyze and 
refine its cultural essence. This includes but is not limited to the unique instrument forms used in drum 
performance, such as the unique shape of the instrument (the roundness of the drum, the square of the 
gong), the delicate texture of the drum face, the symmetrical beauty of the instrument structure, and the 
profound artistic conception and emotional expression conveyed by the timbre characteristics. By 
referring to the principle of color matching in Xi’an drum music performance, the contrast of cold and 
warm colors and the change of light and dark colors are used to convey different emotional atmosphere 
and visual effects [6]. The characteristics of materials (such as the reflection of metals and the 
refraction of gems) are used to create rich light and shadow effects, and jewelry works with dynamic 
light and shadow changes are designed [7]. In addition, the logic and sense of rhythm of the music form 
structure are also the source of inspiration that cannot be ignored. Through artistic abstraction and 
creative transformation, these elements are cleverly transformed into patterns, lines and structures in 
jewelry design, so that the final work not only carries the artistic symbols of Xi’an drum music, but 
also realizes the modern interpretation of traditional culture visually and emotionally (Table 1). 

Table 1: Extraction and transformation of design elements 

Element extraction Transformation of elements 
Musical instrument modeling Drum, gong, sheng form 
Instrument material Metal forging drum texture and wood, jade use 
Instrumental timbre Gemstone color and gloss simulate timbre change 
Musical structure Jewelry structure level design 

(2) Blend tradition with modernity 

In the process of design, we should not only retain the traditional charm of Xi’an drum music art, 
but also inject modern aesthetic concept and design thinking. This requires the harmonious symbiosis 
between tradition and modernity in the design language. Through the innovative selection of materials, 
the fine grinding of processes and the clever matching of colors, the jewelry works not only show the 
profound historical and cultural heritage, but also cater to the aesthetic preferences of contemporary 
people. Specifically, we can learn from the principles of simple aesthetics and asymmetrical balance in 
modern design theory, and form a contrast and complement with the complexity and delicacy of Xi’an 
drum music, thus creating both traditional and modern, classical and fashionable jewelry works. 

4.2. Material Selection and Technology Application 

(1) Multiple exploration of material selection 

As the material basis of jewelry design, the choice of material plays a decisive role in the final 
presentation of the work. In the design of Xi’an Drum music theme jewelry, we should uphold an open 
and inclusive attitude and explore the diversity and possibilities of materials. Traditional materials such 
as metal (gold, silver, copper, etc.) with its noble and elegant texture, can well carry the weight of 
traditional culture; The brilliance of the gem can add a bright color to the work, symbolizing the climax 
and brilliance of the drum performance [8]. In order to fully demonstrate the traditional cultural charm 
contained in Xi’an drum music, materials similar to Musical Instruments can be selected, such as the 
warmth of jade and the simplicity of wood, and introduced into jewelry design. At the same time, the 
introduction of modern materials, such as the high degree of freedom of 3D printing materials and the 
lightness and flexibility of polymer materials, provides more possibilities for design, making jewelry 
works show rich levels and changes in materials, and more in line with modern aesthetic trends. 

(2) Inheritance and innovation of technology application 

In terms of technical application, the traditional handicrafts contained in the art of Xi’an drum 
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music, such as forging, inlaying, chiseling, etc., are the essence of skills that have been tempered and 
passed down from generation to generation. The application of these traditional crafts in jewelry design 
not only gives the jewelry profound cultural heritage and historical accumulation, but also shows the 
unique charm and artistic value of jewelry through fine carving and polishing. At the same time, 
modern design technology can also bring unprecedented convenience and efficiency to Xi’an drum 
music theme jewelry design. Using CAD aided design software, designers can draw design sketches 
more accurately, simulate actual effects, and reduce trial and error costs. The introduction of 3D 
printing technology can realize the rapid prototyping of complex structures, providing possibilities for 
those design ideas that are difficult to achieve with traditional processes [9]. In addition, the clever use 
of advanced technologies such as laser cutting technology, laser welding and micro-inlay together form 
the basis of exquisite craftsmanship of jewelry works. The combination of these modern technologies 
can not only improve the accuracy and efficiency of the design, but also give the jewelry works a richer 
form of expression and visual impact while retaining the traditional charm. 

4.3. Cultural Stories and Emotional Resonance 

(1) Multi-dimensional presentation of story design 

In the innovative practice of jewelry design, digging deeply into the historical stories, ancient 
legends and cultural implications behind Xi’an drum music is the key step to give jewelry works a 
unique soul. Designers can choose iconic events in the development of drum music, the craftsmanship 
of instrument making, or folk stories related to drum music as a source of design inspiration. By 
refining the core elements of these stories, such as symbolic simplification of musical instrument forms, 
modern interpretation of traditional patterns, and cultural metaphors in color matching, jewelry is built 
into miniature works of art that can tell cultural stories. Such a design not only enrichis the cultural 
connotation of the jewelry, but also enhances its function as a carrier of cultural inheritance, guiding the 
wearer and the viewer to appreciate the beauty of the jewelry while feeling the profound cultural 
heritage and historical emotions carried by Xi’an drum music. 

(2) Accurate communication of emotional resonance 

Xi’an Drum music is famous for its unique timbre and rich emotional expression, which provides 
rich emotional materials for jewelry design. Designers should be keen to capture the joy, sadness, 
solemn and other emotional colors contained in the drum music, and skillfully integrate it into the 
jewelry design. The emotional atmosphere expressed by the drum music is accurately conveyed 
through the design language of smooth and abrupt lines, cold and warm contrast of materials, light and 
dark changes of colors and so on [10]. In the process of wearing jewelry, it can become a medium of 
emotional expression for the wearer. Whether it is joy sharing in celebration or meditation in quiet 
moments, it can be properly displayed and resonated through the carrier of jewelry, as shown in Table 2. 
The precise transmission of this emotional resonance not only enhances the artistic value of jewelry, 
but also enhances its function as a personal emotional sustains. 

Table 2: Expression of drumming emotion in jewelry design 

Drumming 
emotion Design method Wearing scene 

Joyful 
The overall use of bright, warm colors, such as gold, 
orange, etc., in the shape of the choice of streamers, 

flowers and other light or sunny intention 

Festivals Holidays and 
occasions of celebration 

Sorrow 
Color choice dark or cool tones, such as dark blue, 

purple, gray, choose silk, velvet and other soft and soft 
materials, modeling smooth lines 

Create a calm 
atmosphere and sad 

mood 

Solemn 
Use simple, symmetrical geometric shapes, such as 

squares and circles, and choose precious and textured 
metals, such as gold and platinum 

Formal occasion 

5. Conclusion 

The integration and innovation of Xi’an drum music art and contemporary jewelry design not only 
injects new vitality into traditional culture, but also provides rich inspiration and materials for modern 
design. By refining the elements of Xi’an drum music art and the historical story behind the repertoire, 
combined with modern design concepts and technical means, the jewelry works with unique charm are 
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created, which not only shows the charm of traditional culture, but also satisfies the pursuit of beauty of 
modern people. In the future, with the continuous progress of science and technology and the 
continuous innovation of design, the integration of Xi’an drum music art and contemporary jewelry 
design will be more in-depth and extensive. Designers should continue to explore more diversified 
paths of integration, create more jewelry works with the characteristics of The Times and cultural 
connotations, and contribute their own strength to the inheritance and development of traditional 
culture. 
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