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Abstract: This paper focuses on the application of line in Jackson Pollock's paintings and its influence. 
By analyzing the characteristics and style of Pollock's paintings, it explores the role played by line in his 
compositions, the meaning symbolized and the ideas expressed by line in his paintings, and explores the 
application and influence of line in Pollock's paintings as well as the inspiration and development of 
later paintings and contemporary art. The aim is to explore the application and artistic expression of 
line in Abstract Expressionism and to provide some reference value for the study and exploration of 
Abstract Art. 
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Jackson Pollock is one of the representative artists of abstract expressionism in the 20th century, and 
his painting style and artistic ideas have had a profound influence on Contemporary Art. Starting from 
the visual element of line, this paper conducts an in-depth study of his artistic style and creative 
background, the origin and characteristics of Abstract Expressionism, the application and techniques of 
line in his paintings, as well as the meaning and expression of line to his works. 

1. Jackson Pollock's artistic style and creative background 

1.1. The Origin and Characteristics of Abstract Expressionism 

Abstract Expressionism is a painting style that flourished in the United States in the 1940s and 1950s. 
The style emphasized the artist's personal emotions and intuition, expressing inner feelings and ideas 
through form and color. The origins of Abstract Expressionism can be traced back to post-World War II 
New York, a city that became a global gathering place for artists to create vibrant and powerful paintings. 
The artists of Abstract Expressionism were committed to breaking the traditional rules of art form and 
creation in order to pursue freedom and individuality in their art. 

1.2. Jackson Pollock's painting characteristics and style 

Jackson Pollock's paintings often use abstract, disordered lines and forms that form a chaotic but 
powerful whole. He likes to place the canvas on the ground and then, with the help of techniques such as 
dripping, throwing, and brushing, he leaves lines and blocks of color in all shapes and sizes on the canvas 
through the movement of his arms and body. This approach breaks the distance between the painter and 
the canvas in traditional easel painting, allowing the power of the painter's body to become part of the 
creative process. His paintings differ from traditional artworks in that they have a certain structure and 
sense of form. His method of creation is mainly graffiti-like, abandoning traditional painting tools such 
as brushes and instead using methods such as dripping and throwing directly on the canvas, sometimes 
even stepping on the canvas to paint. This unique way of creation infuses his works with a wild and 
primitive feeling, making his paintings one of the representatives of Abstract Expressionism. 

Jackson Pollock pursues a state of unconsciousness in his creative process, believing that art should 
come from deep inner impulses rather than rational thought and calculation. He used lines and colors to 
express his inner emotions, creating a very dynamic visual effect through drips and throws on the canvas. 
This abstract expressionist style of art emphasizes the artist's creativity and freedom of expression, 
allowing the viewer to interpret the work more freely and feel the inner impulses and emotions. 
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1.3. Jackson Pollock's contribution to Abstract Expressionism 

Jackson Pollock played a very important role in the development of Abstract Expressionism, and his 
style not only contributed to the innovation of painting techniques, but also to the development of 
Abstract Art. His painting style emphasized freedom of expression and emotional tension, reflecting the 
inherent instability and turmoil in society and the art world at the time, while also bringing about new 
visual effects and forms of artistic expression. His creations made an important contribution to the rise 
and development of abstract expressionism, providing new ideas and inspiration for future generations 
of artists. It also provided later artists with a unique way of thinking and expression, allowing artists to 
express their inner feelings and creativity more freely, and also expanded the forms of artistic expression 
and technical means. In Contemporary Art, Pollock's artistic style and creative method still have 
important inspiration and reference value. 

2. The application and technique of line in Jackson Pollock's paintings 

2.1. Types and forms of line in Jackson Pollock's work 

In Jackson Pollock's paintings, the line is not a definite shape, but a vague concept, as he usually 
applies paint with an airbrush and drip technique, rather than using a brush to draw the line. The presence 
of lines in his paintings is formed by the flow and overlap of colors and is a very important compositional 
element. Pollock employs many different types and forms of line, including straight lines, curved lines, 
curves, and random smear marks. These types and forms of lines show diversity in Pollock's different 
works. These lines can be thin and filigree or thick and broad, and their forms and line colors interact to 
create a variety of different visual effects.[1] 

2.2. The Role of Line in Composition in Jackson Pollock's Paintings 

In Jackson Pollock's paintings, lines play a very important role; they are not only superficially 
decorative elements, but they are also one of the basic elements that form the structure of the picture. His 
lines are not only used to define the contours of shapes and spaces, but also to convey emotions and 
meanings. He uses lines as his painting language, creating complex picture effects through variations in 
the shape, width, color, texture and layering of lines, using different line forms and line arrangements.[2] 
It creates a rich visual effect to create a strong emotional experience for the viewer.  

2.3. Jackson Pollock's technique of using line in his creative process 

Table 1: Analysis of line forms and colors in Jackson Pollock's works 

Title of Work Creation Time Line Form Main Colors 

Lost Period 1946-1949 Strongly contrasting black lines 
outline patterns and shapes 

Contrasting colors together, 
such as black and white, red 
and yellow, blue and green 

Yellow Islands 1952 
The lines are mainly in horizontal and 

vertical directions, and the effect is 
produced by varying the line width 

Vibrant yellow and pure 
white 

The Horns 1952 Irregular, abstract lines intertwine to 
outline complex forms 

Contrasting black and white, 
red and yellow 

Blue Poles 1952 
The lines are vertically oriented and 

extend throughout the picture, forming 
a series of random shapes 

Strong contrasting blue and 
white, black and white 

Untitled 1947 
Use a lot of, thick lines of curved 
shapes to create a beautiful and 

smooth sense of motion 

Red, yellow, blue, white 
contrast 

Solitude 1952 
The lines are outlined in light blue, 
dark blue and black paint, forming a 

series of lines, spots and circles 

Blue, gray, black and white 
contrast 

Free Form 1946 
A large number of lines and curves 

intertwine to create a sense of freedom 
and infinite unfolding 

Black, white, brown contrast 

Blue Helmet 1944 Use black and white lines to create 
geometric shapes Blue and white contrast 

In the process, Jackson Pollock often employs drip techniques and airbrushes to create his work. He 
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will spray with an airbrush and a dripper or dropper, spraying paint onto the canvas and creating lines by 
controlling the flow and overlap of the paint. Or he would create the form and texture of the lines by 
pouring the paint directly onto the canvas and spreading it evenly with a tool such as a brush or stick. He 
also uses tools such as squeegees and brushes to create textures and layers of lines by rubbing and 
scraping. He often used large amounts of paint to make the lines colorful and create a strong visual effect. 
Pollock also often placed the canvas across the floor and slid his hand over it to apply paint, creating a 
more natural and random effect of line. Because the lines are formed in random motion, the form and 
direction of the lines are unpredictable. These techniques make his lines vivid and expressive, reflecting 
his pursuit of the freedom of painting, as shown in Table 1. 

3. The meaning and expression of line in Jackson Pollock's work 

3.1. The symbolism of the line in Jackson Pollock's work 

In Jackson Pollock's work, the line is one of the most important elements in his paintings. The line is 
not only a visual element, but also has a profound symbolic meaning. For Pollock, the line is a tool for 
expressing his unconscious and free expression. He believed that painting should not be a conscious, 
rational activity, but an intuitive, unconscious creative activity. He expresses his inner feelings and 
emotions through the line, translating them into formal lines.[3] 

At the same time, lines in Jackson Pollock's works represent not only his personal feelings and 
emotions, but also symbolize some elements and forces in nature, representing the power and energy of 
life, it is the expression of creativity. Pollock once said, "What I want to express is a very deep inevitable 
sense of existence, a sense of existence that we all have". He achieves this sense of existence through the 
abstract expression of lines. For example, the lines in some of his works can be seen as images of flames 
or storms. These lines are not only a value representation of nature, but also an expression of the energy 
and power in nature. Through the expression of lines, he tries to express the relationship and 
communication between man and nature. 

3.2. Visual effects and artistic expression of lines in Jackson Pollock's works 

Jackson Pollock's line is not simply a contour line, but a line that is full of energy and life. His lines 
are not drawn on the canvas, but through the canvas and throughout the picture. These lines weave and 
interlace on the picture, creating a space full of life and movement. The expression of such lines is free 
and random, without any rules or restrictions. He employs techniques such as drip painting, smearing, 
abstraction and gliding in the painting process to achieve the effect of free and smooth lines. The visual 
effect of the lines creates a feeling of freedom, spontaneity and unrestrainedness, allowing people to 
immerse themselves in the art without any restrictions. 

4. Artistic Ideas Reflected by Line in Jackson Pollock's Paintings 

4.1. Free expression and unconscious creation 

Jackson Pollock's painting style advocates free expression and unconscious creation. His "action 
painting", i.e., using the movement of the body to create, is free from the constraints of thinking, so that 
the picture can freely express the painter's inner emotions and spiritual state. He is constantly 
experimenting with new painting techniques, making his images richer and more profound, allowing the 
viewer to be immersed in them. 

Jackson Pollock's lines have a very strong free expressive and unconscious creative nature. He uses 
random actions such as dripping, throwing and splashing when painting, allowing the paint to flow on 
the canvas and playing freely without any restraint. This free way of painting makes the lines in the 
picture full of life and power, and become the main character of the picture. The composition and 
combination of lines are completely natural, without any planning or design. He sees the picture as a 
whole and lets each stroke present itself freely, without any constraint. This unconscious way of creation 
allows the viewer to better feel the painter's emotions and inner world. 

Another important artistic idea is the "disappearance of the self". Jackson Pollock believed that the 
artist should disappear his own ego into his work as much as possible, in order to make the work a pure 
form of self-expression. He used his own body and movements to create his paintings, rather than using 
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traditional brushes and canvases, making his work a direct, experiential, and very personal art. This art 
form of disappearing self-had a profound impact on the development of abstract expressionism and 
provided inspiration for later postmodernist art. 

4.2. The relationship between art and life 

Jackson Pollock's paintings express his love and pursuit of art and life. He regards the lines as the 
expression and transmission of life, and each line represents the painter's inner emotion and thought. He 
uses lines to express his love and pursuit of life, so that viewers can feel the painter's inner emotions and 
thoughts through the lines in the picture.[4] What's more, he regards painting as a kind of expression and 
exploration of life, constantly trying new painting techniques and methods, which makes his works have 
a very strong vitality and expressiveness. It reflects his love for life and nature. His works contain the 
power and energy of nature, and he sees his creations as an expression of life. This reverence and love 
for nature also brings endless inspiration and motivation to his artistic creations. 

5. The influence and significance of line in Jackson Pollock's paintings 

5.1. Influence on later generations of painting 

Jackson Pollock's "drip painting" style was a new way of expression for later Abstract Expressionists, 
inspiring them to explore canvas, paint, line and color. By laying the canvas flat on the ground and using 
his own body movements to create abstract lines and shapes, this style encouraged later painters to pursue 
a free and unrestrained expression. His unconscious creation and free expression broke the traditional 
rules and constraints followed by his previous paintings.[5] The abstraction of his works and his 
unconscious way of creation were inspirational to many later artists, who continued and developed the 
concept of abstract expressionism. 

5.2. Implications for Contemporary Art 

Jackson Pollock's paintings are visually intense and powerful, exploring the nature of nature, man 
and the universe. His approach and creative process have become a source of inspiration for later artists. 

His use of line, including techniques such as drip and offhand, has inspired many contemporary artists 
to rethink and reuse line. His use of materials and tools has also encouraged many artists to find new 
ways of working and mediums.  

Jackson Pollock's work and painting ideas have ushered in a new era and direction and have become 
an integral part of Contemporary Art, as shown in Table 2. 

Table 2: Jackson Pollock's influence on other art genres 

Art Genres Representative Person Representative Works Pollock's Influence 

Modernism Mark Rothko Untitled Experimentation with 
color and expression 

Neo-Expressionism Enzo Cucchi Little Vase Free expression of form 
and use of color 

Minimalism Richard Serra Action and Matter The purification of art 
materials and forms 

Pop Art Robert Indiana Love Use of common items and 
symbols 

Expressionism Francis Bacon Untitled Depiction of emotional 
and spiritual state 

Post-Impressionism Paul Cézanne Mont Sainte-Victoire Exploration of color use 
and form 

Cubism Georges Braque Bottle and Fishes Reorganization of space 
and object morphology 

6. Conclusion 

Jackson Pollock is one of the representative figures of Abstract Expressionism in the 20th century, 
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and his painting style has a strong personality and unique expression. Abstract Expressionism is an 
important branch of modern art that focuses on "self-expression" and expresses the inner world of 
emotion, spirit and consciousness. 

Jackson Pollock's artworks have had a significant impact on later generations of painting, especially 
on later action painting and Fluxus painting, and have also provided important inspirations and references 
for Contemporary Art.  
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