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ABSTRACT. OLSI (opposite-localizer-superposition-idioms), consists of one pair of
antonymous localizers and other two components in one idiom, possesses distinctive
word formation characteristics and semantic structure types. This paper attempts to
explain the OLSI of Chinese idioms'reduplicated words through CMB theory.
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The CMB framework is AabstracTed from the cognitive reference point,
metonymy view and conceptual integration theory in cognitive linguistics in order to
discuss the cognitive mechanism of OLSI constructions. Concerning CMB theory,
related articles have been discussed in detail. Under the guidance of CMB, the
author constructs the related closed corpus and the idioms analyzed in the thesis are
selected from it. This thesis compiles an exhaustive list of OLSI and gets 320 items
from the electronic format of popular version of Chinese Dictionary to discuss the
semantic of OLSI constructions. Therefore, this section will focus on the related data
statistics and induction analyses on OLSI constructions from semantic.

1. Data Description and Distribution

According to the general structure of OLSI, which consists of one pair
antonymous localizer and other components in one idiom, we collect OLSI one by
one from the electronic format of popular version of Chinese Dictionary with the
total number of 47200. After screening, 320 idioms are available and suitable for the
discussion and they are selected to be further analyzed.

Table 1 Superposition types of OLSI

Superposition types Number Rate(Num/320) Examples
Dong-Xi(%:-78) 136 42% ARPEE
Qian-Hou(#l-J5) 45 14% LA
Nei-Wai(P4-7) 41 13% RECINN
Shang-Xia(_F--F) 40 12% B
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Nan-Bei(#-1t) 25 8% FafFILAR
Zuo-You(Z:=-17) 24 % At B
Li-Wai(#-4}) 9 3% BRI

The idioms analyzed in the thesis are selected from the electronic format of
popular version of Chinese Dictionary, and all the example sentences used for the
discussion are from Center for Chinese Linguistics PKU (CCL).

2. Data Analysis of “L1 A L2 B” With CMB

“L1 A L2 B” format is a parallel arrangement of “L1A” and “L2”. The most
common formation of “L1A” and “L2B” is modification structure, therefore, the
part of speech of the whole format determined by A and B. A, B are mainly verbs,
sometimes nouns or adjectives, so the whole format is mainly used as the predicate,
but also as adverbial, complement, attributive, subject, object, and even can act as
clauses or as separate sentences. However, the syntactic function of the format is not
completely consistent with the syntactic functions of its components, which will be
subject to more conditions.

“L1 A L2 B” has a fixed constructional meaning, which has a certain
correspondence with the type of structure. The embedding components and localizer
words semantically affect each other. When A and B show different characteristics,
the direction and extent of blurring will be different, too. So each type of OLSI
usually shows different semantic features.

Through the collection of corpus, we find that “L1 A L2 B” constructions are
rich in vocabulary and appear relatively early, but they have not been obliterated in
the flood of history, but show a strong vitality, Not only the scope of use has
expanded, the frequency of use has increased, but also a lot of new words derived.
This fully shows that the “L1 A L2 B” format has unique pragmatic value.

In the following parts, based on the model CMB, the syntactic, semantic and
pragmatic features of all kinds of OLSI constructions will be analyzed respectively.

3. Semantic Features of OLSI

Due to the fixed structure meaning of “L1 A L2 B”, its semantics and structure
type have some corresponding relations. The types and features of components
embedded in OLSI are also fully described in the above sections, so the semantic
discussion will be analyzed from the collocation types. Dong-Xi type, Qian-Hou
type and Zuo-You type account for a large proportion in OLSI and have prominent
features, so this section will focus on these three types of OLSI.

3.1 Dong-Xi type

(1) Express repetition
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Li Yuming (2002) discussed the repetition expressed in grammar. Therefore,
from this perspective, Dong-Xi type OLSI make use of “Dong” and “Xi” socket and
the stack up A and B, indicating the variability in direction and multi-orientation.
Therefore, this format emphasizes “repeated”, not “continuous.” For example:

1) SESLRIETE TR IKAOHE T T AR BER [R5 10 L], M 1, Ui il R,
WHRE - CAARIR T SER TR IL")

Combined with the CMB framework, this idiom can be further illustrated as:

Ceonceptualizers

2 e G L]
[ EEIAS J [m“ : J

(' =) 4h s ) nLEND

Figure. 1

As shown in the figure, the basic meaning of “3%” and “&” is that “human foot
moves forward and toward the destination interactively”. “5¥”and “£” are related to
the affair in the context. When the action takes place, affair moves in one direction
accordingly. “Z” and “74” are the directions of motion. However, the direction here
refers to the spatial orientation after metonymy, not certainly to the east and west.
Therefore, “Z5” and “P5” are generalized here.

In addition, when components A and B do not have definite orientations, they are
directional after being combined with “Dong” and “Xi”, thus indicating the change
of direction.

(2)Express continuity

When A and B are non-directional verbs, 7= A 7t B is reflected in the human
brain as the process or scene of action , which is ABSTRACT. For example:

2) CHIRIEAE[ARAE U BET RIS i, 36 h L 2 AR5 A F A B 55 MK S
LT (T HIKE)

Combined with the CMB framework, this idiom can be further illustrated as:
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Conceptualizers

FHEiFELAE
Faiu

EHELIE 5 BLEND

Figure.2

The basic meaning of “J&” and “5&” is “to start thinking with the brain, to find
the correct answer based on obvious clues or suspicions”; None of these verbs refer
to the semantic feature of directionality and thus have no meaning of space
directivity. It reflects the process or scene of action, so “Z<” and “P§” naturally

cannot express the concept of spatial orientation. “Z<J% P %&” means that “ guessing
and thinking, casually suspicion.

It can be seen that A and B are non-directional verbs in the Dong-Xi type OLSI,
so it is impossible to have relation with space. “#<” and “Pi” do not indicate
orientation but “time quantity”. “Z<” and “74”use the range of space reached by the
action to record the “amount of time”, which is projected from the category of space
to the category of quantity. Therefore, Dong-Xi type expresses the long duration of
the action that is, the time range of the action takes place, so the degrees of
virtualization are stronger.

(3) Express thoroughness

When A and B are nouns, the %-74 opposition will be dispelled under the
influence of nouns, thus affecting the semantics of the entire format. For example:

3) “ERBA T, FIRSHI A SRR T IREL B YOIE, Bl SRR AR &
Bl R — o5 R 25 T (e P B )

Combined with the CMB framework, this idiom can be further illustrated as:
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Conceptualizers

ﬁlilﬁ’v]s i) BIE - iR

Rle EAE
. S

BLEND

Figure. 3

The main function of localizer words is attached to the other words to form the
directional phrases. However, in Dong-Xi structure, the localizer words are placed
before the nouns, the fixed term “Z:” and “P§” and the variable items A and B
belong to the attributive structure in the syntactic level, such as “Zx487H &,
Through the corpus investigation, we find that all the nouns in Dong-Xi structure
have the characteristics of collection. After entering the format, “#:” and “ifi” are
influenced by the latter nouns, that is, the characteristics of “4” and “<™ bring an
incremental effect to the amount of the Dong-Xi structure, making them metonymic,
less directional and “more universal and more generalized”.

3.2 Qian-Hou type

1. The sequence of time

HI A J& B structure can indicate the sequential order of the occurrence of action
or things, for example:

4. iR L2t JEIGE [T 5 AR] 2 SO I S B 2 .
etk \ AR TN ol -073.txt)

Combined with the CMB framework, this idiom can be further illustrated as:

Published by Francis Academic Press, UK
-130-



Frontiers in Educational Research

ISSN 2522-6398 Vol. 2, Issue 9: 126-136, DOI: 10.25236/FER.2019.020918

Conceptualizers

M

L

BLEND

Figure. 4

Wt

In this idiom, “A7” and “/5 represent actions that happened before and after the
given time; “¥f” and “{%”have similar meaning. It should be noted that after
combing with the format, the indefinite components no longer refer to a particular
thing, but a series of actions that occur in the time or countless incidents that exist,
time category has been expanded.

2. The thoroughness of orientation

Because “Hi” and “J5” are localizer words, so they can indicate certain
directions; After combing with indefinite components, opposition between “Fi” and
“J5has been reduced and the whole format refer to “surrounding, all”

5. 0 [E N BIY % -t AR5 F Rk g EAE— 7 2 e R [AT 8T E
H] R,

Cofb4 AR TN\ & (B 1T A%).txt)

Combined with the CMB framework, this idiom can be further illustrated as:
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Conceptualizers

HEe- 54
=g

BN N OFoE = BLEND

Figure. 5

As shown in the figure, the words “Fii” and “J5” are combined with “f” and
“#”. Under the influence of the nouns and the format, the directionality of
localizers are weakened, the meaning of “surrounding and everywhere” has been
produced. The integrity of “f” and “4%” adds semantic incremental effects to the
format. This phenomenon is similar to the one discussed in the previous section.

3. Referring to different situations / attitudes

Although “Hii” and “J5™ are prepositions of the position or time, when combined
with the adjectives of opposite meaning, the directionality of the overlapping forms
is no longer emphasized, the whole structures refer to the before and after opposite
attitudes or situations:

6. [T 5 28], ZOR AT I A 28 R A 1
Cett4 \ARCAREERE . /NE ] xt)

Combined with the CMB framework, this idiom can be further illustrated as:
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Conceptualizers

TEEX NBIESE
AIEE IR

BLEND

Figure. 6

As shown in the figure, the sense of direction of “Fi” and “J5™ has been blurred,
after combining with the adjectives of opposite meaning, this idiom indicates two
opposite attitudes. From the above analysis, we can find that “Bj” and “/5” can
represent a chronological order, so when it comes to the meaning of “opposite

attitudes”, it usually comes with the feature of “time precedent”.

3.3 Zuo-You type

1. Distinguishing two different situations

Zuo-You mode structure has the meaning of “distinguishing two different
situations”. In this case, the fixed items “/:” and “47” may refer to the left hand and
the right hand, and may also refer to the left side and the right side. Variables A and
B are usually opposite in meaning, for example:

7. WA AR AR
(1993 4 A HHR\3 H 1)

Combined with the CMB framework, this idiom can be further illustrated as:
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Conceptualizers

ZEINHE . HIAE. PR
A it S5 FOIEH AI=0NAE -

BLEND

Figure. 7

When Zuo-You format is used to distinguish two different situations, the terms
“%£” and “45” refer to the left and right hand, or the left and right side. The
relationship between variables A and B is antonymic. The meaning of the format can
be specifically expressed as “left hand..., right hand...”, “left ..., right...”, and
grammatical attributes are neutral.

When Zuo-You format is used to distinguish two different situations, variables A
and B should be opposite in meaning. According to the different objects that”7.”
and “F5refer to, the formats are slightly different in meaning. When “/” and
“fi”refer to the left and right hands, “/c and 45 indicate the different actions and
abilities of two hands.

2. Expressing “actions occur alternately”

When Zuo-You format expresses the meaning of “actions occur alternately”, the
fixed items “72” and “45” may refer to left and right hand, or the left and the right
side, and may also refer to two different directions after the metonymic process.

8. [ /e AT N, A kA

Combined with the CMB framework, this idiom can be further illustrated as:
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Conceptualizers

ﬁEEﬁE%%Q, AEH BLEND

Figure. 8

There are three kinds of sense relations of A and B: synonymy,
near-synonymy and antonym. Most of them are in synonymous relationship, so “Z&”
and “47” of this semantic type are mainly used to describe the same or similar
behavior. In addition, if “Z£” and “43” refer to different orientations, the format

indicates that behaviors alternately occur in different directions or at different
locations.

3. Expressing “surrounding” and “all”

When Zuo-You format expresses the meaning of “surrounding” and “all”,”/c”
and” 45 ”is used for empty reference and refer to different objects, events or ways,
which semantically equals to “this”, “that”; “/c” and”45”can also refer to different
directions, which semantically equals to “here”, “there”. And “/” and”#5obtain
semantic proliferation in the format, from referring to two objects to three or more
objects, even all objects. (This semantic extension has been mentioned in the above
sections, so the diagram of this part refers to the above discussions)

4. Expressing repetition or continuity

When the Zuo-You format expresses the meaning of “repetitive or long-lasting
action behaviors”, “/c” and “437™ do not carry an explicit meaning and do not refer
to any object. Their role is to fictitiously point opposite situations or different
situations and to express the amount of actions or long duration, Zuo-You format
thus produce the meaning of “repetitive or long-lasting action behaviors”. when
“J£” and “45” express this meaning, A, B are verbs, such as “/2 {545 Ui, “/c it
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W, “Z2 A48 (This semantic extension has been mentioned in the above sections,
so the diagram of this part refers to the above discussions)

4, Summary

With the help of CMB, we can not only find the relationship within an OLSI but
also the general construction and features when OLSI is used as a whole. By
inheriting all properties of minimal constructions, the idioms have larger meaning of
the blending of these constructions. According to the discussions above, we can
conclude that CMB framework is a useful explanation facility by which we can
recognize the production mechanism of OLSI and understand the schema of Chinese
minds.
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